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MESSAGE, 


Tsien {ilti sin of the Nonat antl Asseahly By 


It is made the duty of the Governor, annually, upon the as. 
setnbling of the Legislature, to communicate the A of the 
State, and reeonimend such matters tor their eonsideration as he 
imay deem expedient. 

The past vear has been one of unusual health, and unparalleled 


i Joon this peca- 


prosperity im the history of our State. and Justifies 
son, indulgence in mere than the usual congratulations. Every 
branch of industry has prospered. The field, the forest and the 
mine, have paid their tribute to the CORED Oty treasury, while the 
Perease of our Comer ee and DLT Lehre, has more than realized 
the expectations of the most sanguine. Internal Improvements, 
conducted by private enterprize, have steadily progressed, and are 
beginning to manifest their importance by substantial benefits. 
Confidence, both at home and abroad, in cur resources and ulti- 
mate prosperity. is permanently established. Althoneh disease 
has visited some parts of our common country, and manifested 
itself in its most appalling form, it is still a matter of congratula- 
tion that our sister States have generally been blessed with health 
and abundance. 

The Viee President of the United States, distinguished alike 
tor his publie services and private virtues, was, shortly after his 
elevation to office, removed by the hand of Death. We have, also, 
been called upon, since the assembling of the last Legislature, to 
mourn the loss of one who has heretofore acted a prominent part 
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in the councils of our State, and shared, in an uncommon degree, 
the cuntidence of our citizens. 


From the Message of the President of the United States to the 
present Congress, and the Reports of the heads of the different 
Departinents, it is manifest that the guardianship of the Union is 
committed to safe and prudent hands. The circumstances con- 
nected with the arrest and release of Martin Koszta, by the 
Austrian authorities, at Smyrna, are familiar to all; and the policy 
adopted by our Government in that case, in relation to citizens 
clothed with nationality, must meet with your approbation, and be 
a source of proud gratification to every true-hearted American. 

In commencing to remark upon matters immediately interesting to 
our State and people, I would direct your attention to the evils of 
excessive legislation, which have become so apparent in the mass 
and conflict of laws encumbering our Statute books, that even our 
Courts have difficulty in determining what, in many cases, is the 
existing law. And in this connection it may be proper to remark, 
that the people are anxiously and justly desirous that the present 
session may be a short one, and that there may be a consequent 
decrease of legislative expenses. At the last session of the Legis- 
lature, the constitutional step was taken, necessary to a change of 
the Constitution, so as to provide for the biennial sessions of the 
Legislature—which subject will claim your attention. It is a 
question worthy of your most careful and serious consideration ; 
and while a large portion, and perhaps a majority of our citizens, 
are favorably inclined to this change in our Constitution, it may 
be well to consider whether this opinion on their part, has not 
been fostered and strengthened by so much conflicting legislation, 
and the consequent expenses of long sessions, rather than by a 
due and proper reflection, as to the probable effect of biennial 
sessions, on the prosperity of the State; and whether, if you should 
adopt the plan of short sessions, and careful and economical legis- 
lation, it would not be better for us, in view of our constant and 
increasing wants, that the Legislature should continue to assemble 
annually. It seems eminently proper to me, that in a State like 


~ 
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ours, with its resources comparatively undeveloped, and inhabited 
by people from every section of our common country, and from 
alinost every portion of the world, that once a year their Repre- 
sentatives should ineet to consult together for the common good. 
By these means each section of our State becomes better acquaint- 
ted with the wants and resources of the other, and it is only by a 
thorough knowledge of the condition and wants of the whole State, 
and every section of it, that we can hope to promote its advance- 
ment and prosperity through the instrumentality of legislation. 


Frequent attempts have been made, at former sessions of the 
Legislature, to effect a change in the present system of county 
government. By one of my predecessors, in his annual message, 
this subject was portinently discussed, and I am satisfied the posi- 
tions there assumed were correct. Entertaining these views, I 
commend the subject to your consideration, and submit whether 
an amendment of the existing law should not be made, so that the 
duties now required to be discharged by the County Board of Su- 
pervisors, may be performed by a much less number of officers. 


Tne Reports of the Secretary of State and State Treasurer, to 
which your attention is invited, exhibit the condition of the Treas- 
ury, and the receipts and disbursements, in detail, for the year 
1853. It appears that the whole sum paid into the Treasury 
during the year, from all sources, amounted to about $300,000, on 
account of the following funds, viz.: 


General Fund - - - $152,565 32 
Principal of School Fund - - - 67,704 76 
e ‘“ University Fund - - 11,095 47 
Income “ School “6 - - 73,650 81 
“ “ University “ - - 6,616 25 

The disbursements during the same period, were as follows: 
General Fund - - - - $160,786 64 
School Fund (including loans) - - 33,609 84 
‘‘ Income - - - 56,185 71 
University Fund - - - - 228 25 
‘“ Income - - - 3,625 69 


Over-payments on account of General Fund 8,281 32 
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The following is a statement of the balances in the Treasury on 
the first day of January, 1854: 


School Fund - - - - $34,094 92 
ès «o Ineome - - - 17,465 10 
University Fund - - - - 10,867 22 
* * Tncome - - - 2,090 56 
Total - - - - - $65,417 80 
Deduct over dratts on General Fund 8,281 32 
Total balance in Treasury, Jan. 1, 1854 - $57,136 48 


The estimate of the Secretary of State, of the probable amount, 
to be drawn from the Treasury during the present year, for the 
gencral expenses of the State, is stated at $147,210 70. The means, 
applicable to meet the same, are estimated as follows : 


State Tax tix mills on the dollar) - $150,000 00 
Arrearages due from Counties - - 9,332 T4 
Miscellaneous - - - - 7,685 00 
Total - - - - - $160,017 74 


In the foregoing estimate of resources, nothing appears to be 
included as derivable from the tax upon Banking capital, which, 
judging from the amount that has been realized from that source, 
during the past year, may safely be estimated for the present year 
at $15,000 00. Itis believed, also, that the estimate of the Sec- 
retary of the amount of State Tax is far short of the amount that 
will be actually received. 

This Report will be found to contain many valuable suggestions, 
in regard to the present inefficient and unequal system of assess- 
ments—the present mode of auditing accounts—the time and 
manner of distributing the income of the School Fund, and also 
the distribution and publication of the laws—to all of which I 
invite your attention, as being subjects worthy of consideration. 

It will be your duty at the present session to make the necessary 
provision for levying a State Tax, sufficient to meet the demands 
that will necessarily be made upon the Treasury for the year 1855. 
In some instances the amount levied, has proved inadequate—the 
effect of which has been to impair credit, and thus operate in a 
manner detrimental to the interests of the State and unjust to its 
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creditors. Prudence and sound economy clearly dictate the true 
poliey to be, to make ample provision for all exigencies which 
may necestarily arise. 

The Report of the Commissioners of School and University 
Lands, herewith submitted, is worthy of your attention. The Re- 
port of the Secreta y of State, shows that the School Fund on the 
first day of the present month, amounted to the sum of $1,141,804 
28—arising almost exclusively from the sale of lands granted by 
Oongress. The amount of income due and subject to appor- 
tionment, for the support of Common Schools the present year, in- 
cluding the balance now appearing is, $97,391 39. While the: 
Fund promises to be large, from the proceeds of land only, and 
eventually sufficient to support our Common Schools, without the 
aid of taxation, yet there are sundry other resources provided by 
the: constitution, which, if not overlooked, will do much to aug- 
ment the same. One of the provisions of the Constitution, which 
I feel it my duty to press upon your attention, is that relating to 
fines, and is as follows: “The clear proceeds of all fines, collected 
in the several counties, for any breach of the penal Jaws, shall be- 
come a part of the School Fund.” Provision has been made by 
law, requiring these fines to be paid into the State Treasury, thro’ 
the County Treasurers. The amount paid into the Treasury, from 
this source, is so trifling, that it is very apparent there has been 
a reckless disregard of this provision on the part of county and 
town officers, into whose hands these fines are paid. Many thous- 
ands of dollars, it is believed, are wrongfully and illegally with- 
held by those officers, which should long since have reached the 
Treasury. Such enactment, as will insure the correction of the 
evils complained of, seems to be demanded at your hands. Re- 
garding, as I do, the School Fund, as a great and sacred trust com- 
mitted to our charge—one that should be regarded by every citizen 
with pride—I feel that I cannot too strenuously urge npon you the 
propriety of investigating closely its true condition, ahd the mak- 
ing of such further Provisión for the management thereof, as may 
be found Heco, 
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The absolute neceasity of the accounts and records, connected 
with both the School and University Funds being so kept as to in- 
sure clearness and permanency, cannot fail to be appreciated by 
you, and from some past personal knowledge of the necessity 
thereof, I am induced, in this connexion, to suggest that more am- 
ple provision be made for that purpose. The Constitution vests 
the management of these funds, in a Board of Commissioners, 
consisting of the Secretary of State, State Treasurer, and Attorney 
General. The ordinary duties required of these officers are such 
as to preclude their bestowing the requisite time and labor upon: 
such accounts and records. Again, to insure correetness, and to fa- 
cilitate business connected with these funds, the accounts should 
be kept entirely separate and distinct from any:and every other 
branch of the public accouuts. The necessity of this isso anparent, 
that I recommend that suitable provision be made for establishing 
a separate Bureau, under the direction of the Commissioners, and 
that the necessary provision be made for the expenses thereof. 

At the June Session of the last Legislature, an act, submitting 
to the electors of the State, the question of a Prohibitory Liquor 
Law, was passed. The Secretary of State, in pursuance of a 
requirement of that law, reports the whole vote cast, at the late 
general election, upon that question, to be 51,632; and that 27,519 
votes were cast for, and 24,109 against the law. The expression 
of public opinion contemplated by the act referred to, submitting 
this question to the popular vote, is now before you, and it remains 
for you, in your wisdom, to determine what will best satisfy the 
sentiment of the whole people, in relation to the subject—subserve 
their true interests, and be best adapted to the actual condition of 
things in the State at large. 

The Annual Report of the Superintendent of Public Instruction 
will be laid before you at an early day. I commend it to your 
attention, as containing much of interest connected with our com- 
mon schools. It appears that there has been expended in the 
erection of school houses within the State, $289,346 89, of which 
sum $45,071 84 was expended during the past year. The total 
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amount expended in: 1858 for the support of*common schools was 
$175,784 17. By aresolution of the Legislature, passed in‘ April 
last, the Superintendent was directed to “ collect, codify, arrange, 
and simplify” the school laws. This service has been performed, 
and the result will be presented for your approval. 

The State University has, in consequence of the rapid sale of its 
lands during the past year, overcome in a great measure its pecu- 
niary embarrassments. It now has a permanent fund amounting, 
on the first day of the present month, to the sum of $106,112 07, 
the annual income from which will be $7,427 84. Add to this 
the sum of $2,956 10—the balance of interest accumulated in the 
Treasury—making the total sum applicable to the support of that 
Institution for the present year, $10,383 94. The demand for 
University lands—the increased quantity of the same—by the ad- 
dition of the saline lands, now nearly all selected, together with 
the perseverance manifested on the part of those having the Insti- 
tation in charge, render it morally certain that the original design 
of its projectors will be fully realized. 

The Board of Trustees of the Wisconsin Institute for the educa- 
tion of the Blind haye transmitted their annual Report, which will 
be laid before you. Every reason exists for believing that this 
Institution has been properly and.ably conducted, and that the 
beneficial résults, thus far, to that unfortunate class of our citizens, 
have been all that could be anticipated, and such as clearly demon- 
strate the propriety of continuing to extend that aid by the Legis- 
ture which may be found just and necessary for its future pros- 
perity. 

I call your attention to the necessity of taking the preliminary 
steps for the erection of an Asylum for the insane. The number 
in our State suffering from the effects of the terrible malady ‘of 
insanity is, in my judgment, sufficient to demand that something 
should be done for their relief. ` This disease requires a treatment 
peculiar to itself; a treatmnent.the afflicted can receive only in 
institutions establishéd éxpréssly for that purpose. 

The Legislature, in 1851, commenced the very praiseworthy 
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work of praviding for the education of the Deaf and Dumb, by 
incorporating an Institute for that purpose, to be located at Dela- 
van, in the county of Walworth, and appropriating the sum of one’ 
thousand dollars per year for three years, towards the construction: 
of buildings, and the sum of five hundred dollars for the support 
of the deaf and dumb in said Institute, for the year 1852. Atthe 
following session, the further sum of $1,500 was appropriated, in: 
aid of the same objects. The Report of the Board of Trustees, 
which will be laid before you, sets forth the condition of the In- 
stitution and its prospective wants, Their petition for further aid 
towards the erection of necessary buildings, and support of pupils, 
appears to me tu be deserving of favor. 

In many, if not most of the States, grants of land for this pur- 
pose have been made by Congress, and, in some instances, similar 
grants have been made to aid in establishing Asylums for the 
insane. Seeing no good reason why Wisconsin is not, as justly as 
other States, entitled to grants for snch purposes, I am induced to 
recommend that you memorialize Congress on that subject. 

The benefits which have resulted from the establishment of an 
Emigrant Agency in the city of New York, have fully demon- 
strated its utility. The emigration to Wisconsin has been largely 
increased, since the commissioners entered upon the active dis- 
charge of the duties of their office. In view of these facts, if the 
Legislature should deem the further continuance of tlie office of 
interest to the State, it would seem proper from the nature of these 
duties, and the length of time necessary to acquire the knowledge 
requisite to discharge them properly, that the term of this office 
should be extended to two years. The Report of the Commis- ` 
sioner is herewith transmitted. It will be found to be very ex- 
piliet, and to contain much interesting information, and many» 
valuable suggestions. 

The practical working of the Banking system of our State, though 
failing to supply the increasing demand for currency, has demon- 
strated beyond a reasonable doubt, that the law on that subject was 
well devised. Information derived from the Comptroller, whose 
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Report will be duly laid before you, enables me to exhibit the fál- 
lowing facts connected with that department. On the first. day. of 
January, the whole number of Banks, established under the law, 
was - 10 

Am’t of circulating ñotes issued by the Comptoller - 519,000 

“« — securities deposited with State Treasurer - 529, 000 
All of the above securities are State Stocks, upon which the 
interest has been promptly paid. 

The Report of the Commissioner not having reached this de- 
partment, I am unable at'this time to lay before you any definite 
_ information in relation to our State Prison. At the earliest prac- 
ticable moment, I shall take occasion to place you in possession 
of such facts, in regard to its condition and wants, as I may be 
able to collect. 

At the June session of the Legislature, provision was made for 
the transfer of the interest of the State in the Fox and Wisconsin 
Rivers Improvement to a private company. Bonds in pursuance 
of the act incorporating such company—conditioned for the com- 
pletion ofthe work, and the payment of the liabilities—have been 
executed and filed with the Secretary of State. The work has, 
since then, been progressing, and it is to be hoped that the com, 
pany will carry out, in good faith, all the provisions of the act 
referred to. 

The subject of the Swamp and Overflowed Lands, to which the 
State is entitled, has, on several occasions, been brought to the 
notice of the Legislature, My immediate predecessor has called 
the attention of the proper Department of the General Govern- 
ment to the subject, and has received assurances that the selections 
and necessary steps to vest the title in the State, would be taken. 
It is confidently believed that this will soon be accomplished, and 
the propriety of making provision for the sale thereof at an early 
day, is urged upon your attention. 

I deem it important that additions to the State Library should 
be made, as it is at, present far from being supplied with the 
E which if should properly contain. It is almost indispensable 
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. that many of the Reports of other States, and valuable standard 
law books, which are annually published, and also some miscel- 
laneous literary works should find a place in the Public Library. 
I would, therefore, recommend a standing appropriation of a rea- 
sonable sum for that purpose. 

Thave been informed that several of the Circuit Judges havo 
held that persons indicted for the crime of murder, under the 
existing law, are entitled to bail. Section 8 of Article 1, of the 
Constitution, provides that “all persons shall, before conviction, 
be bailable by sufficient sureties, except for capital offences, where 
the proof is evident, or the presumption great.” The Courts 
having placed such a construction upon the law, in connection 
with this provision, it is evident that some change should be 
effected, tending to greater security of life, than at present exists. 
Such action, therefore, as will constitutionally accomplish this 
object is suggested as not only proper, but absolutely necessary. 

The fact that there is no difference now established by law, in 
the punishment of the first and second degrees of murder, is an 
evident defect, which should be provided for. Provision should 
be made for the further punishment of prisoners, confined for 
offences, who commit outrages, after their sentence. As the law 
is now, a desperate convict may be guilty of the highest crime 
known to it, and yet he is not amenable to further punishment 
therefor, than may have been already adjudged against him. 

The rapid increase of emigration to the northern and north- 
western parts of the State, has made an increase of mail service. 
in those portions indispensable. I therefore recommend the Le- 
gislature to memorialize Congress upon the subject—urging upon ' 
it the necessity of establishing as early as practicable, the various 
routes now demanded by the wants of those growing portions of 
the State. 

It is a gratifying fact that our agricultural wealth is rapidly in- 
creasing. For several successive years, the partial failure of the 
wheat crop, which had generally come to be regarded as the great _ 
staple of the State, raised doubts as to the peculiar ‘adaptation of — 
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our soil to the growing of that grain. This naturally directed at-. 
tention to the various other departments of agriculture—the farmer 
deeming it no longer prudent to risk all upon the success of any 
one product. The result of this change has been fortunate—as is 
evidenced in the improvement of stock—the growing of wool, and 
the increased production of the various kinds of coarse grains. 
For the past two years, although less grouud has been seeded with 
wheat, yet the crop has been superior to those of previous years, 
both in quality and quantity—owing both to more propitious sea- 
sons, and judicious treatment of the soil. This success has not only 
relieved, to a great extent, our citizens of pecuniary embarrass- 
ments, but has restored and established confidence in our agricul- 
tural resources. 

Our mineral resources, although, as yet, but partially developed, 
already constitute one of the most important elements of our pros- 
perity. The difficulties heretofore encountered, in consequence of 
the want of Capital, have, to a great extent, been obviated by the 
‘energy and perseverance of the miner. For several years past, 
the products of the lead mines have constituted a very considera- 
_ ble part of our exports. I would recommend to your careful at- 
tention the report of the State Geologist, whose labors thus far— 
in conformity with the act under which he was appointed—have 
been confined exclusively to the lead districts, and the information 
contained in his report on this subject, will be found of interest. 

Beds of Iron ore-have been discovered in various sections of the 
State, and in the County of Dodge, one of vast extent and rich- 
ness. I am informed that arrangements are being made to work 
the same on a scale commensurate with its importance, and parti- 
cularly for the manufacture of Railroad Iron. If this is.done, we 
may confidently anticipate, that the time is not far distant, when 
we can do much towards supplying the various Railroads project- 
ed in this and anjoining States, with the Iron required for their 
construction, at reduced prices, and of a superior quality. In view 
of the benefits-which must result to the great mass of our citizens 
from a more rapid ‘developement of our mineral weal I would 


y 


14 


recommend that every constitutional and’ reasonable encourage- 
ment be extended to this branch of industry. 


The Railroad enterprises which are contemplated, and commenc- 
ed in our State, are deserving of more-than a passing notice. 
While the Legislature has been liberal in granting charters, they 
have at the same time, been careful not to authorize any which 
would seriously interfere with other lines of communication, al- 
ready in progress, or chartered and likely to be constructed. In 
our youthful State, it becomes the duty of those having committed 
to their charge its interests, to foster, by all reasonable and proper 
means, those undertakings which will best tend to bring into use, 
our varied resources, and to be wary of throwing impediments in 
the way, which might deter capitalists from investing their means 
in such improvements, as are best calculated to effect that result. 
Wisconsin only needs the opening of avenues of communication, 
to increase in population and substantial wealth, in a manner un- 
exampled in the history of Western States. Rapid as has been 
our growth, thus far, it is in our power to outstrip previous pro- 
gress, and soon rival other Stater, which had long been established, 
wealthy and powerful, while Wisconsin was yet a wilderness. 

Aside from the stimulus given to the agricultural interests, by 
increased facilities for conveying produce to the Lake ports, con- 
sequent upon the construction of Railroads, the vast mineral 
wealth, and the valuable pine lands within our borders, will, by 
their proximity to market, offer great additional inducements for 
the employment of capital and labor. J trust that a due sense of 
the responsibility resting upon the Legislature, will lead them to 
assist, so far as is proper, each and every enterprise, which is like- 
ly to result in the permanent advancement of these import- 
ant interests. So far as the enactment of constitutional laws 
can relieve the different Railroads from taxation during their con- 
struction, I recommend their passage, as one of the means of en- 
couragement, within your power to render. s 

The subject of the Pacific Railway is justly exciting sublte at- 
tention throughout the entire Union. The President, in bis Mes: 
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sage, recommerids.it to:the consideration of Congress, ..as:one . of 
more than ordinary interest—and, certainly,‘it is a work'of. un- 
paralleled magnitude, and-worthy of the best energies of a great 
and growing nation. And while it is a work of .great national 
interest, in which every section of our‘country is deeply interestéd, 

Į cannot but regard it as one of peculiar importance to the people 
of the North West, and especially of our own State—in view of 
its probable. location on the Northern route—in which case we 
should feel more immediately, than other localities, the bene- 
fits arising from this great thoroughfare. The power- and policy 
of the General Government, to make liberal land grants-in aid of 
this road, will doubtless be much discussed at. the present session. 
of Congress. Already their attention has been particularly called 
to it by the Secretary of the Interior, in his annual report, wherein 
he discusses, with much ability, both the right and the policy of 
liberal land grants in aid of public improvements of this descrip- 
tion. Of his views in this respect, I most fully approve, atid’ 
therefore I suggest the propriety of memorializing Congress upon 
the subject in accordance with the same. Having said thus much 
on the great question of the Pacific Railway, and the propriety 
of land grants in aid of its construction, I will call your attention 
tothe: subject of land grants, of a similar character, to our own. 
State. And whether it is the true policy of the United States to 
make such grants in aid of Internal Improvements, to the several 
States or not, it seems to me that there can be-no reasonable doubt 
as to the policy of the States in receiving them. The United 
States-have not yet adopted the laudable policy of giving the 
lands, in small qaantities, to actual settlers—a measure which has 
been repeatedly and earnestly pressed upon their attention—but 
still continue to sell the same, and in quantities to suit the pur- 
chaser. While-this is their policy, I confess I can see no good 
reason why the States may not accept and prudently expend, the 
avails of such grants. in aid of Internal Improvements, necessary 
to’ their- growth. and prosperity. The fact that such donations 
have spnretimes..been. mismanaged, furnishes no argument what- 
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éver, in my opinion, against receiving and applying them in aid: 
of important public works. Such a course would surely be. 
prudent for us in our individual capacity, then why not for 
us collectively ? 

Our School Fund, of which we are so justly proud, arises almost 
exclusively from this source; and this year the State will realize, 
for the benefit of education, nearly one hundred thousand dollars, 
as interest on the small portion of lands granted tə this State for 
that purpose; and for all time to come, we are to be thus bene- 
fitted. It is believed that a corresponding benefit may be real- 
ized to other interests of the State, by a like judicious manage- 
ment of land grants. 

' There is one subject, so important to our commercial interests— 
so intimately connected with the prosperity of all classes of our 
citizens—and yet so strangely neglected, that I cannot omit this 
opportunity to commend it to your special consideration. Here- 
tofore, the Federal Government, under grants contained in the 
Constitution, has, with some few exceptions, exercised the power 
of making improvements on Rivers and Harbors, by means of 
appropriations drawn from the Federal Treasury. 


It would be reasonable to suppose, that interests so important, 
would have received, at the hands of such a guardian, attention in 
some degree commensurate with their importance. Such however 
is not the case. The rapid growth of our commerce—internal and 
foreign—and which is really one of the greatest sources of our 
prosperity, does not seem to have aroused the attention of States- 
men sufficiently to the subject, to determine any settled policy on 
the part of the federal government. The last Congress, made ap- 
propriations, which, so far as the North-west is concerned, wers ene 
tirely inadequate, and have been expended under a system so in- 
efficient, as to accomplish very little towards the object intended— 
a system condemned by the experience of nearly half a century. 
The policy on this subject, is as uncertain to-day, as atlany time- 
since the organization of the governmeit; and for aught that is 
apparent, is likely to remain so until the people of the States, in 
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this section of the Union, force it upon the attention of. Congress. 
in a manner neither to be misunderstood nor disregarded... Still the 
Federal Government pretends to exercise. this, power; and. yat.it 
neglects, or at least trifles, with the object for, whigh,jt was grante 
ed. The lives of our sailors and citizens, are expoged. to. congtant 
peril; from the want of that protection which these improvements 
would afford, and which we must haye. 

I would recommend, therefore, that by Memoria], yon. demand, 
that adequate appropriations be made fur these purposes, by the 
|General Government; or if the several States, are forced to cop- 
struct them from their own resources, that additignal facilities, 
hall be afforded them by Congress. The Statesman who would 
relieve us from this dilemma, is entitled to our lasting gratitnde, 
and those in place, who neglect, at least, to make the effort, should 
be taught, in a legitimate and constitutional way, the power of 
self-protection inherent in every community and State. 

In your efforts to promote the interests and welfare of the people 
and the State, you shall receive my hearty co operation. 

Finally, when we survey our State, and see around us every 
evidence of increasing prosperity and greatness, we have just rea- 
son for pride and congratulation. We may felicitate ourselves 
upon possessing all the advantages necessary to enable us to rank, 
na very few years, with the richest and most powerful of the 
onfederated States. Our climate is universally conceded to be 
alubrious to a remarkable degree. Our commerce, keeping pace 
ith the demands of agriculture and the varied wants of a rapidly 
ncreasing population, has grown into importance. A teeming 
il richly repays the labor expended upon it. The facilities af- 
rded by our inexhaustible water power to those choosing to en- 
age in manufacturing pursuits must, at no distant day, render 
is interest one of the most important that we possess. Our min- 
tal and timbered lands are a means of wealth which can not well 
e over estimated. Here, uidéer a free constitution, guarding all 
is rights, the landless may sequre himself a home, and by unmo- 
ted industry speedily’ acquife a competence. To crown all, our 
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common school fand is so’ extensive and pernianent, that the means 
of educating all, to all time, is secured. 

© Our country is at peace, and our prosperity as a State is emblem- 
. atical of her condition. Rapidly increasing in all of her resources 
at home, she has made herself respected abroad, and ranks with 
the first among the nations of the earth. The efforts of factionists 
and disunionists have resulted in more firmly cementing the bonds 
of union between the States, and have only served to demonstrate 
how deeply seated is love of the Union in every American heart. 
We can now anticipate, with confidence, that no organized effort 
will ever again be made which may result in discord or disunion. 


For all these blessings we, as individuals and as a people, should 
feel grateful to the Great Creator of the Universe. 


WILLIAM A. BARSTOW. 


Executive DEPARTMENT, 
Manson, January 11, 1854. 


